
  
 
 

 
   

Tel.: +1 514-954-8219 ext. 6009  
 

Ref.: AS8/1.9.2-21/32 21 June 2021 
 
 
Subject: Invitation to attend the virtual Global 
Aviation Security Symposium 2021 (AVSEC2021), 
8 to 10 September 2021 
 
Actions required: a) Plan for virtual attendance;  
b) disseminate this letter as requested; and c) register 
online by 18 August 2021  
 
 
Sir/Madam, 

1. I have the honour to invite you to participate in the fifth annual Global Aviation Security 
Symposium (AVSEC2021), which will be convened from 8 to 10 September 2021. Considering the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the event will be held on each day in a half-day virtual format in all six official 
languages of ICAO.  
 
2. Since last year, civil aviation has been severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and 
has had to adapt to a broad array of challenges to keep employees and passengers safe, mitigate the spread 
of the virus, and respond to dramatic shifts in air travel demand. In parallel, appropriate levels of security 
need to be maintained, while facing the new challenges of a reduced workforce and financial constraints. 
As such, the theme of this year’s Symposium will be “AVSEC: Business NOT as usual” (Attachment refers).  
 
3. Please note that this year’s event will include special sessions on 10 September that will be 
exclusively dedicated to the commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the attacks of 11 September 2001. 
It will provide an opportunity to reflect on how aviation security has strengthened during the past 20 years, 
and discuss how two decades of learnings address major challenges in aviation security.  
 
4. In keeping with the need to enhance civil aviation security worldwide, AVSEC2021 will 
be convened free-of-charge for all participants. 
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5. Finally, I encourage you to distribute this letter to all appropriate entities in your State, such 
as aviation security authorities, security technology and/or service companies, academics, law enforcement 
agencies, airlines, airport authorities and other relevant parties interested in participating in AVSEC2021. 
Prospective participants may register online and receive regular updates on the programme at the event 
website https://www.icao.int/Meetings/AVSEC2021. For further inquiries, please contact 
AVSECevents@icao.int. 
 
 Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Fang Liu  
Secretary General 

Enclosure: 
Programme Outline  
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ATTACHMENT to State letter AS8/1.9.2-21/32 
 

PROGRAMME OUTLINE 
 

GLOBAL AVIATION SECURITY SYMPOSIUM (AVSEC2021) 
 

 
THEME: AVSEC: BUSINESS NOT AS USUAL 

1. The challenges facing aviation have considerably increased since last year, notably due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. All stakeholders have had to adapt their processes and methods or seek new 
innovative solutions. These different experiences provide a great opportunity for sharing lessons learned 
and best practices.  
 
2. Different speakers will share insights on how the situation may have given rise to security 
innovation during the COVID-19 pandemic, and what challenges or opportunities this has generated. An 
equally important topic will be what States and organizations have learned, and how better prepared they 
are to cope with future crises. 
 
3. Another element of focus will be recent innovations and technological advancements, and 
their role in reshaping aviation security of the future. As civil aviation faces a number of emerging issues, 
it is important that the aviation sector is prepared to create inventive solutions and be able to achieve 
aviation security objectives through new methods based on innovation.  
 
4. Discussions will also focus on new tools to enhance aviation security staff competencies, 
to include specific job functions and share best practices for required training to strengthen the security 
posture and security culture.  
 
5. Session topics will provide an opportunity for exchange of implementation case studies and 
lessons learned. Speeches, panels, Q&As, and real-time polls will focus on the challenges encountered in 
improving aviation security, and the mechanisms employed to overcome those issues. Speakers will share 
experiences from the perspectives of regulators and industry, including airports, airlines, and 
manufacturers. 
  
6. The commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks will provide a forum for 
high-level discussions on challenges and solutions the aviation community had to implement to ensure that 
the adequate preventive measures are in place to address new and emerging threats. 

 
 

— END — 
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