
   

Tel.: +1 514-954-8160  
 

Ref.: AN 6/1-10/1 8 January 2010 
 
Subject: Application by States of legal guidance in Attachment E to 
Annex 13 for the protection of safety data collection and processing 
systems (SDCPS) 
 
Action required: Questionnaire to reach Montréal by 8 April 2010
 
Sir/Madam, 

1. I have the honour to invite your attention to Assembly Resolutions A36-8: Non-disclosure of 
certain accident and incident records, and A36-9: Protecting information from safety data collection and 
processing systems in order to improve aviation safety, which can be accessed at: 
http://www.icao.int/icaonet/dcs/9902/9902_en.pdf). Both resolutions instruct the Council to provide a progress 
report to the next Ordinary Session of the Assembly on the protection of safety information by States, in 
consideration of the legal guidance set out in Attachment E to Annex 13 — Aircraft Accident and Incident 
Investigation, which is reproduced in Attachment A. 

2. It should be recalled that the International Civil Aviation Organization carried out a consultation 
with States in 2008 (State letter AN 6/1-08/40, dated 9 May 2008, refers) regarding only the protection of certain 
accident and incident records as per paragraph 5.12 of Annex 13. Attachment B addresses the results of this 
consultation. 

3. In order to prepare for the 37th Session of the Assembly, I would be grateful if you could inform 
me of the implementation status by your Government regarding the protection of safety information derived from 
SDCPS, which includes certain accident and incident records. It would be appreciated if you would send the 
views of your Government to reach me not later than 8 April 2010. To facilitate the preparation of your reply, I 
suggest that you complete the questionnaire in Attachment C, including any additional comments as deemed 
necessary. 

Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

  
 
 
Raymond Benjamin  
Secretary General 

Enclosures: 
 A —  Attachment E to Annex 13 

B —  Protection of certain accident and incident records 
C —  Questionnaire on the protection of safety information 
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ATTACHMENT A to State letter AN 6/1-10/1 

 
 

ANNEX 13 
ATTACHMENT E.    LEGAL GUIDANCE FOR THE PROTECTION OF 

INFORMATION FROM SAFETY DATA COLLECTION AND 
PROCESSING SYSTEMS 

 
 

1.    INTRODUCTION 
 
 1.1    The protection of safety information from inappropriate use is essential to ensure its continued 
availability, since the use of safety information for other than safety-related purposes may inhibit the 
future availability of such information, with an adverse effect on safety. This fact was recognized by the 
35th Assembly of ICAO, which noted that existing national laws and regulations in many States may not 
adequately address the manner in which safety information is protected from inappropriate use.  
 
 1.2    The guidance contained in this Attachment is therefore aimed at assisting States enact national 
laws and regulations to protect information gathered from safety data collection and processing systems 
(SDCPS), while allowing for the proper administration of justice. The objective is to prevent the 
inappropriate use of information collected solely for the purpose of improving aviation safety. 
 
 1.3    Because of the different legal systems in States, the legal guidance must allow States the 
flexibility to draft their laws and regulations in accordance with their national policies and practices. 
 
 1.4    The guidance contained in this Attachment, therefore, takes the form of a series of principles that 
have been distilled from examples of national laws and regulations provided by States. The concepts 
described in these principles could be adapted or modified to meet the particular needs of the State 
enacting laws and regulations to protect safety information.  
 
 1.5    Throughout this Attachment: 
 
 a) safety information refers to information contained in SDCPS established for the sole purpose of 

improving aviation safety, and qualified for protection under specified conditions in accordance 
with 3.1 below; 

 
 b) operational personnel refers to personnel involved in aviation operations who are in a position to 

report safety information to SDCPS. Such personnel include, but are not limited to, flight crews, 
air traffic controllers, aeronautical station operators, maintenance technicians, cabin crews, flight 
dispatchers and apron personnel; 

 
 c) inappropriate use refers to the use of safety information for purposes different from the purposes 

for which it was collected, namely, use of the information for disciplinary, civil, administrative and 
criminal proceedings against operational personnel, and/or disclosure of the information to the 
public; 

 
 d) SDCPS refers to processing and reporting systems, databases, schemes for exchange of 

information, and recorded information and include: 
 
  1) records pertaining to accident and incident investigations, as described in Chapter 5; 
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  2) mandatory incident reporting systems, as described in Chapter 8; 
 
  3) voluntary incident reporting systems, as described in Chapter 8; and  
 
  4) self-disclosure reporting systems, including automatic data capture systems, as described in 

Annex 6, Part I, Chapter 3, as well as manual data capture systems. 
 
  Note.— Information on safety data collection and processing systems can be found in the Safety 

Management Manual (SMM) (Doc 9859).  
 
 

2.    GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
 
 2.1    The sole purpose of protecting safety information from inappropriate use is to ensure its 
continued availability so that proper and timely preventive actions can be taken and aviation safety 
improved. 
 
 2.2    It is not the purpose of protecting safety information to interfere with the proper administration 
of justice in States. 
 
 2.3    National laws and regulations protecting safety information should ensure that a balance is 
struck between the need for the protection of safety information in order to improve aviation safety, and 
the need for the proper administration of justice. 
 
 2.4    National laws and regulations protecting safety information should prevent its inappropriate use.  
 
 2.5    Providing protection to qualified safety information under specified conditions is part of a 
State’s safety responsibilities. 
 
 

3.    PRINCIPLES OF PROTECTION 
 
 3.1    Safety information should qualify for protection from inappropriate use according to specified 
conditions that should include, but not necessarily be limited to: the collection of information was for 
explicit safety purposes and the disclosure of the information would inhibit its continued availability.  
 
 3.2    The protection should be specific for each SDCPS, based upon the nature of the safety 
information it contains. 
 
 3.3    A formal procedure should be established to provide protection to qualified safety information, 
in accordance with specified conditions. 
 
 3.4    Safety information should not be used in a way different from the purposes for which it was 
collected. 
 
 3.5    The use of safety information in disciplinary, civil, administrative and criminal proceedings 
should be carried out only under suitable safeguards provided by national law. 
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4.    PRINCIPLES OF EXCEPTION 

 
 Exceptions to the protection of safety information should only be granted by national laws and 
regulations when: 
 
 a) there is evidence that the occurrence was caused by an act considered, in accordance with the law, 

to be conduct with intent to cause damage, or conduct with knowledge that damage would 
probably result, equivalent to reckless conduct, gross negligence or wilful misconduct;  

 
 b) an appropriate authority considers that circumstances reasonably indicate that the occurrence may 

have been caused by conduct with intent to cause damage, or conduct with knowledge that damage 
would probably result, equivalent to reckless conduct, gross negligence or wilful misconduct; or 

 
 c) a review by an appropriate authority determines that the release of the safety information is 

necessary for the proper administration of justice, and that its release outweighs the adverse 
domestic and international impact such release may have on the future availability of safety 
information. 

 
 

5.    PUBLIC DISCLOSURE 
 
 5.1    Subject to the principles of protection and exception outlined above, any person seeking 
disclosure of safety information should justify its release. 
 
 5.2    Formal criteria for disclosure of safety information should be established and should include, but 
not necessarily be limited to, the following: 
 
 a) disclosure of the safety information is necessary to correct conditions that compromise safety and/or 

to change policies and regulations; 
 
 b) disclosure of the safety information does not inhibit its future availability in order to improve safety; 
 
 c) disclosure of relevant personal information included in the safety information complies with 

applicable privacy laws; and 
 
 d) disclosure of the safety information is made in a de-identified, summarized or aggregate form. 
 
 

6.    RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CUSTODIAN 
OF SAFETY INFORMATION 

 
 Each SDCPS should have a designated custodian. It is the responsibility of the custodian of safety 
information to apply all possible protection regarding the disclosure of the information, unless: 
 
 a) the custodian of the safety information has the consent of the originator of the information for 

disclosure; or  
 
 b) the custodian of the safety information is satisfied that the release of the safety information is in 

accordance with the principles of exception. 
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7.    PROTECTION OF RECORDED 

INFORMATION 
 
 Considering that ambient workplace recordings required by legislation, such as cockpit voice recorders 
(CVRs), may be perceived as constituting an invasion of privacy for operational personnel that other 
professions are not exposed to:  
 
 a) subject to the principles of protection and exception above, national laws and regulations should 

consider ambient workplace recordings required by legislation as privileged protected information, 
i.e. information deserving enhanced protection; and 

 
 
 b) national laws and regulations should provide specific measures of protection to such recordings as 

to their confidentiality and access by the public. Such specific measures of protection of workplace 
recordings required by legislation may include the issuance of orders of non-public disclosure. 

 
 
 
 

— — — — — — — — 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  
ATTACHMENT B to State letter AN 6/1-10/1 

 
 

PROTECTION OF CERTAIN ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT RECORDS 
 

 
 
The protection of safety information from inappropriate use is essential to ensure its continued 
availability, since the use of safety information for other than safety-related purposes may inhibit the 
future availability of such information, with an adverse effect on safety. This fact was recognized by the 
35th ICAO Assembly, which noted that existing national laws and regulations in many States might not 
adequately address the manner in which safety information is protected from inappropriate use. 
 
Considering that a balance needed to be struck between the need for the protection of safety information 
and the need for the proper administration of justice, the 35th ICAO Assembly instructed the Council to 
develop appropriate legal guidance that would assist States to enact laws and regulations to protect all 
safety data collection and processing systems (SDCPS), while allowing for the proper administration of 
justice in the State. SDCPS refers, inter alia, to certain accident and incident records as set forth in 
paragraph 5.12 of Annex 13. 
 
Accordingly, legal guidance for the protection of information from SDCPS was developed by ICAO and 
incorporated as Attachment E to Annex 13 — Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation on 
23 November 2006. 
 
During the 36th ICAO Assembly (Montréal, 18 to 28 September 2007), some concerns were raised 
regarding the need for future work on the implementation of the provisions in Attachment E to Annex 13. 
Subsequently,  ICAO sent out State letter AN 6/1-08/40, dated 9 May 2008, seeking States’ comments on 
the level of implementation of paragraph 5.12 of Annex 13, in consideration of the legal guidance set out 
in its Attachment E. 
 
Forty-one States, representing over 77% of the fifty-three respondents, indicated that Attachment E to 
Annex 13 had assisted them in the development and/or implementation of means to protect certain 
accident and incident records, while twelve States indicated that Attachment E had not been of assistance 
in protecting certain accident and incident records. 
 
States which benefited from Attachment E indicated that the guidance concerned was, in general, of 
significant assistance in matters regarding the protection of accident and incident records. In some States, 
Attachment E was used as the basis from which relevant legislation was drafted, including domestic civil 
aviation laws, while in others, the guidance was used to adjust civil aviation regulations. 
 
As for the twelve States which did not benefit from Attachment E, the following summary of 
justifications is presented: 

a) in four States, relevant legislation/regulation to protect accident and incident records 
had either already been established before the issuance of Attachment E, or because 
laws and regulations were still being developed; 

b) in five States, laws and regulations in force did not allow, in general, for the 
implementation of the guidance in Attachment E; 
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c) in two States, there was still no provision in their legislation to duly protect accident 
and incident records; and 

d) in one State, relevant laws and regulations in force already reflected the maximum 
protection that could be afforded to records specified in paragraph 5.12 of Annex 13. 

With basis on the aforementioned, ICAO noted that the guidance in Attachment E to Annex 13 had been 
of assistance to numerous States in the development and/or implementation of legislation to protect 
certain accident and incident records, as set forth in paragraph 5.12 of Annex 13. On the other hand, in 
some States, Attachment E had not been of assistance mainly due to impediments in their national laws 
and regulations. 
 
 
 
 

— — — — — — — — 
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QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE PROTECTION OF SAFETY 
INFORMATION  

 
 
 
 This questionnaire will assist the ICAO Secretariat in the preparation of a progress report to the 
next ICAO Assembly on the application of legal guidance, in Attachment E to Annex 13, for the 
protection of information from safety data collection and processing systems (SDCPS). 
 
Reply: To reach ICAO by 8 April 2010 
 
To: The Secretary General 
 International Civil Aviation Organization 
 999 University Street 
 Montreal, Quebec 
 Canada  H3C 5H7 
 
 
1. Attachment  E to Annex 13 has assisted (State) ______________ in the development and/or 
implementation of means to protect information from SDCPS as follows (please select “YES” or “NO” as 
appropriate): 
 
 YES NO 
 

a) Certain accident and incident records, as per paragraph 5.12 in Annex 13   
 
b) Mandatory incident reporting systems, as described in Chapter 8 of Annex 13   
 
c) Voluntary incident reporting systems, as described in Chapter 8 of Annex 13   
 
d) Self-disclosure reporting systems (including confidential reporting systems),   
 automatic data capture systems (e.g. FDA data), and manual data capture  
 systems (e.g. LOSA data, hazard reporting data) 

 
 
2. As appropriate, please briefly describe how Attachment E to Annex 13 has assisted your 
Government in adjusting laws, regulations and policies to protect information from SDCPS which were 
selected as “YES” above. 
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3. As appropriate, please briefly describe why Attachment E to Annex 13 has not assisted your 
Government in adjusting laws, regulations and policies to protect information from SDCPS which were 
selected as “NO” above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. As appropriate, please list the documents in which your Government has prescribed the protection 
of information from SDCPS, including the date they entered into force (e.g. National Aviation Law, dated 
5 April 1991; Safety Information Regulation, dated 17 October 2008). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Please make any suggestions deemed necessary as regards Attachment E to Annex 13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Please use extra sheets as required) 
 
 

— END — 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		2010-01-11T09:58:55-0500
	ICAO Documentation Control Unit
	Published Under Authority of the Secretary General




